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 We looked at all of the kids enrolled in the 
ATN by last spring – 1185!  (14 centers!)

 45% had some GI complaint
◦ #1 Constipation
◦ #2 Abdominal Pain
◦ #3 Diarrhea
◦ #4 Other
◦ #5 Nausea
◦ #6 Bloating

 Presented at 3 large meetings!
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Buie T, Campbell DB, Fuchs GJ 3rd, Furuta GT, Levy J, Vandewater J, 
Whitaker AH, Atkins D, Bauman ML, Beaudet AL, Carr EG, Gershon
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 Putting together ‘algorithm’ or step-
by-step guide to help primary caregiver 
work up and manage constipation with 
a focus on the child with ASD 

 How can we sort out the “diet” issue?
 Sleep and Reflux – maybe or maybe 

not?
INPUT FROM 14 Centers across

US and Canada



 Here at Surrey Place, Sick Kids and Holland 
Bloorview, we are studying how we can help 
with toilet training 

◦ Barreira, Moroz, Marcon, Green and Brian

http://www.sickkids.ca/default.asp�
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 Eliminating on a toilet is not intuitive!
 Medical literature on toilet training: “woefully 

deficient” (Schum et al., 2002, p.48)
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 AHRQ (2006)
◦ Most of the current toileting methods are indicated 

for healthy, typically developing children
◦ Limited research on toilet training for children with 

special needs and/or behavioural difficulties

 Are children with autism more difficult to 
toilet train?
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 We are piloting a standard toileting 
questionnaire developed by our group

 Use of functional behaviour assessment 
(FBA) methodology to understand factors 
that contribute to maintaining the 
constipation or toileting problem, in order 
to target them specifically
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